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Referendum Details 
We are asking voters to approve funding to make immediate repairs and 

upgrades to keep Red Bank Borough Public Schools safe, functional, and efficient. 

WHAT? WHY? SOLUTIONS 

Roof 

Replacement 

Primary School 

The current sloped trussed roof was installed in 

1996 over an existing flat roof. The asphalt shingles 

are original to the 1996 installation and are beyond 

their life expectancy. The current eaves are open to 

the trusses and need be covered with a vented soffit. 

There are also areas where the plywood sheathing 

has been exposed to the elements and is 

deteriorating. 

Remove  existing roofing assembly and replace 

with new, including new gutters, downspouts, 

fascia boards, vented soffits, siding, and copulas. 

Deteriorating plywood areas are to be replaced 

and covered with the soffit material.  

HVAC Upgrades 

Primary School 

The school was built in the early 1970s and although 

the school underwent a renovation a few years ago 

to replace the existing classroom geothermal unit 

ventilators, several geothermal heat pumps still 

remain. These serve the Main Office, Teacher 

Lounge, and Library, and are operating beyond their 

expected 20-year life cycle. They are also difficult to 

access via a catwalk system located above the 

ceiling. The electric heating air handling units serving 

the Gymnasium are older than 25 years, are beyond 

their expected 20-year life cycle, and are in poor 

condition. 

Replacing  the HVAC system would provide a 

reliable energy efficient system, which would 

reduce monthly utility bills as well as prevent 

costly repairs that continue to place a significant 

strain on the school’s already limited general 

fund budget.  

 

Window 

Replacement 

Middle School 

All the wood clad windows are beyond their expected 

life. The steel lintels at the windows have extensive 

damage due to rust.   

Replace windows with thermal energy efficient 

windows. Replace all deteriorated steel lintels 

and repair any damaged concrete or slate sills.   

Masonry 

Repairs 

Middle School 

A majority of the 1917 concrete band along the 

exterior of the building is cracked and deteriorating; 

the joints of the exterior brick of the original building 

are weathering and sealant at the vertical joints is 

failing, creating potential for water infiltration to the 

interior of the building.  

Repairs to these walls would limit the potential 

for water infiltration and would reduce potential 

structural problems in the future. 
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Red Bank Borough Public Schools 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is a bond referendum? 
A bond referendum is when a Board of Education seeks voter approval to fund capital improvement projects and to finance 

such projects through a long term loan (a bond). 
 

2. Why did the school system not plan/save for these needed upgrades? 
There is minimal to no option for savings given the small budget that the district operates on. State Aid has remained flat until 

the past year, and the cost of educating our students and maintaining the facilities continues to increase. Every year we have 

to make hard decisions while creating our budget. Our goal is to be fiscally responsible and frugal with every action we take for 

the school district. We have cut in every way possible and still struggle to balance the budget.  

 

3. Why do the costs in the referendum budget appear to be high? 
The cost for the individual items take into account not just that item and the labor to install it, but the whole cost for all of the 

associated work that each item requires such as painting, patching, utilities, etc. Additionally, each line item includes costs for 

prevailing wage labor, state required contingency, the soft cost for professional fees, bonding, legal fees, permitting, etc.   

 

4. What happens if the referendum fails? 
The district will have to attempt to find alternative solutions to address repair/replacement of major systems. However, as 

indicated above, the current budget does not allow for addressing these or other facility concerns. The major systems are 

beyond their useful life. For example, the HVAC systems are over 25 years old. The systems have been very costly to repair and 

there will come a time when repair is no longer possible and replacement will be the only option. Addressing the concern now 

through the referendum allows the district to capitalize on debt service aid funding of up to 40%. 
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Red Bank Borough Public Schools 

Frequently Asked Questions 

5. If the referendum passes and the work comes in under budget what happens to the difference? What happens if the 

work goes over budget? 
If the referendum passes and the work comes in under budget then the difference will be given back to the taxpayers through 

additional payments on the outstanding debt. The work cannot come in over budget. We cannot go over the amount stipulated 

in the referendum, which is why we include contingency in the costs.   

 

6. Is there state aid available to offset the cost to local taxpayers? 
Yes, the state offers up to a 40% Debt Service Aid on eligible costs of the work included in the referendum. The projects have 

already been approved by the New Jersey Department of Education for Debt Service Aid. This is the only State Aid currently 

available for facility projects.  

 

7. Who is eligible to vote on the referendum? 
Anyone who is registered to vote in Red Bank can vote on the referendum. You do not have to be a home owner to vote; you 

just need to be registered to vote in Red Bank. To become a registered voter you must complete a Voter Registration form. This 

can be found at: https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voting-information.html or you may pick up a form at your local 

municipal office. The voters’ registration deadline is October 15, 2019. 

 

8. What is the life expectancy of the new HVAC equipment? 
The average life expectancy for the new HVAC equipment is 15 to 20 years per the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 

and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE). 
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TAX IMPACT
ZERO

Approved for up to
 

on eligible costs
to assist the district
with the project costs

40% STATE FUNDING

“Dream Big... We’ll help you get there!

“
Dream BIG... We’ll help you get there!

Bond Referendum
November 5, 2019

YOUR VOTE MATTERS!



For more information visit
www.rbb.k12.nj.us

WHAT WILL THE REFERENDUM FUND?
Primary School
Roong Replacement: Replace existing roofing 
system, including new fascia, soffit vents, cupolas, 
siding, drainage and related improvements and 
site work. HVAC Replacement including: HVAC
and controls upgrades.and controls upgrades.

Middle School
Window Replacement: Plus the replacement 
of window lintels, exterior masonry restoration, 
related improvements and site work.

Total referendum cost is $6.75 million

Dream BIG... We’ll help you get there!
Bond Referendum

November 5, 2019

at your regular
polling locations

VOTE NOVEMBER 5th
   6AM to 8PM
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